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Record Book Instructions  

DON’T CHANGE THE PAPER: 
Completed record books must be on standard letter sized (8.5”x11”) white paper. There are classes in still 

exhibits for scrapbook so please leave these types of books there. Minor embellishments are allowed, and 

neatness is encouraged. Books must be fastened with a staple in the upper right-hand corner or secured inside 

a 3-ring binder or folder.  

DON’T BE LATE…. KNOW THE DUE DATE AND TIME: 
The date and time to turn in a completed record book will be listed on the Schedule of Events for Exhibitors.  

USE THE RIGHT RESOURCES: 
A good resource to help complete this record book includes the publication “Your 4-H Market Beef Project” 

which is available by loan at the Gratiot County MSU Extension Office. Other resources can be found online. 

ONLY COMPLETE YOUR AGE DIVISON: 
There are no extra credit points for younger age divisions completing the whole record book.  

BREEDING STOCK:  
Please fill out the record book to the best of your knowledge for your breeding animal. It is still required for you 

to fill out the All About My Beef Project, Project Expenses, and Business Plan pages. 

 

All About My Beef Project 

For this section use the animal you will most likely exhibit at the fair.  If you are exhibiting both market and 

breeding stock, focus on one registered animal. 

Name or identification of my animal: ___________________________________________________________ 

GCFFY Tag Number: __________    RFID Number: _______________________   Breed: ________________ 

Color(s): _______________________    Date of birth: ____________________ Actual BD ___ Estimated ___  

Special Markings: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check one:  ___ Purchased  ___ Raised Date of purchase: _________________ 

Please check one: ___ Steer ___ Heifer              (breeding stock only) ___ Cow      ___ Bull 

Purchase price: ____________ 

If you raised your animal, list the estimated market value. 

 

A completed record book should have photos of your animal. At a minimum this book should have a beginning 

and ending picture. Photo captions are encouraged and up to four extra pages of photos can be included in this 

record book.  

 



 
 
 

Goals and Beef Industry Involvement  

What was one goal you had for yourself this year (regarding your beef project)? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What made you choose to exhibit a beef project? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you plan to stay involved in the beef industry after aging out of the GCFFY? If yes, how so? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What motivates you to exhibit a quality beef project? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is a current issue that American beef producers currently face? What are your thoughts on the 

issue? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 
 

Weight Record 

The fair recommends all market exhibitors weigh their animals frequently but understands that access to a 

scale is not always available. A beginning and ending weight should be listed.  

 

It is recommended to weigh your market animals at least once a month. Use one chart for up to four animals. 

These should be the same four market animals registered on the market beef registration on fair entry.   

 Animal ID     

Date Method (scale 
or tape) 

Weight Weight Weight Weight 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Final 

 
     

Describe changes made based on information you gathered collecting this weight data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

My Project Expenses  

List all expenses for this project and record the cost spent under the proper account. If your family/farm is 

providing feed, please estimate an approximate value. Add additional sheets if necessary. A completed table 

will have more than one line for each cost. For example, feed costs will need to be itemized as grain, hay, 

mineral etc.    

How many animals are in this project? __________   
This can be your project animal and backup animals. 

 

Date of 
purchase 

Purchase description Feed 
Cost 

Vet/health 
Cost 

Bedding 
Cost 

Other cost 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Total Column Expenses     

Total Project Expenses: (total column expenses)  

Average supply cost per animals (total project expenses divided by number of animals in 
project) 

 

 



 
 
 

My Business Plan:  

The following calculations will help you learn about your ability to earn a profit for your participation in this 

agricultural project. Often in animal projects the profit margin for commercial feeding facilities has a slim profit 

margin. Let’s see how your project would compare. 

Average supply cost per animals (from prior page): _____________________________ 

Purchase cost (primary project animal): _____________________________ 

Total Expenses (whole project): _____________________________ 

To calculate total expenses, add average supply cost and primary animal cost.  

Finished weight of project animal: _____________________________ 

Note: finished weight can be taken at home anytime during the week prior to fair or it can be the fair’s official 

market weight. 

Break-even price: _____________________________ 

To calculate the break-even price, divide the total expenses by finished weight. 

What is the current market price of market beef? ________________________ 

Current beef prices can be found at UProducers.com. Search for market results from St. Louis, MI. 

 

Would you have been able to make a profit if you would have sold your beef animal at the stock 

yard at this current market price rather than the fair’s livestock sale?  Why or why not? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



 
 
 

Animal Care and Management 

Junior, Intermediate, Senior division complete the following: 

Describe the pen/pasture you have for your beef animal: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you feed your animal? (check all that apply)  

___ Hay ___ Pellets ___ Grain ___ Supplements 

___ Other  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Please attach your feed tag here to answer questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the crude protein percentage in this feed? ___________________________________ 

What is the crude fiber percentage in this feed? _____________________________________ 

What is the main ingredient in this feed? (if not clear, probably the first ingredient listed)   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this a medicated feed? _______________________________________________________ 



 
 
 

Your project takes regular care and management. List the things necessary to take care of your project 

animal(s).  

Example: Feeding and watering practices, grooming (clipping, trimming, foot care, etc), health practices, 

general management (cleaning living area and feed pans, halter breaking, training etc.) 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do your daily responsibilities look like with your animal? Please answer in 3-5 sentences. The more detail 

the better.  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 

General Fair Knowledge  

Junior, Intermediate, Senior division complete the following 

Use the fairbook to answer the following questions/fill in the blanks. 

SCHEDULE 

• What day and time does the beef show start? _____________________________________________ 

• When is barn cleanup? _______________________________________________________________ 

EXHIBITOR REQUIREMENTS 

• All exhibitors must be between the ages of ___________ years old as of January 1 of the current year, 

unless otherwise noted, and must be residents of ___________________, a member of a Gratiot 

County 4-H Club or FFA Chapter, live in a Gratiot County school district or attend a Gratiot County 

school. 

LIVESTOCK REQUIREMENTS  

• When is Beef Registration due? ________________________________________________________ 

• EAR TAG INFORMATION – All cattle, goats and sheep shall bear official _____ identification before 

they leave their home premises. Swine require official USDA identification prior to being exhibited. 

• All animals must be fed, watered and pens cleaned by ______________. 

MARKET ANIMAL 

• Drug testing may be performed on market animals at _______ while on fairgrounds. Any animal found 

to be in violation, will be _____________. All medication/drug ____________ requirements must be 

met by ___________. Any animal containing substances at any level not in compliance with United 

States Food and Drug Administration and/or United States Department of Agriculture Food Safety 

Inspection Service safety standards; illegal substances and or tampered with animals will be 

disqualified. Any monies and awards awarded to the individuals, including proceeds will be _________. 

BEEF 

• Market beef must weigh at least __________ lbs. at check-in. Beef below ________ lbs. can be shown 

in ___________ but will not sell. 

• What division will you exhibiting your market animal in? __________ 



 
 
 

General Beef Knowledge  

Junior, Intermediate, Senior division complete the following: 

Label the external anatomy to the corresponding number (next page).  

Juniors must label any 15 parts and Intermediates and Seniors must label all 30. 

  



 
 
 

1. 16. 

2. 17. 

3. 18. 

4. 19. 

5. 20. 

6. 21. 

7. 22. 

8. 23. 

9. 24. 

10. 25. 

11 26. 

12. 27. 

13. 28. 

14. 29. 

15. 30. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

All divisions must label the wholesale cuts to the corresponding number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ____________________________________ 6. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 7. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________ 8. ____________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________ 9. ____________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________  

  



 
 
 

1. Juniors list 2 different beef breeds and a trait that can be found in them. Intermediates and Seniors list 

4 beef breeds and a trait that can be found in them. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Cattle are known to have a 4-compartment stomach. List the name of each compartment. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Intermediates and Seniors ONLY, what kind of digestive system does this mean cattle have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How long is the average gestation period in cattle? What is a gestation period? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How long is the average estrus cycle in cattle? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the average weight of a finished beef animal? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What is the average temperature for a mature beef animal? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What is a by-product? Name a beef by-product and where it comes from. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Intermediates and Seniors ONLY, what is biosecurity and how can YOU take precautions during fair 

week to ensure proper biosecurity? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 
 

Medication Label Questions 

Intermediate, Senior Division Complete the following: 

Read the Medication Label on the following page and answer the following questions: 

 

1.  What is the name of this medication? ______________________________________________________ 

2. What type of medication is this? ____________________________________________________________ 

3. What is this medication used to treat? _______________________________________________________ 

4. How should this medication be administered? _________________________________________________ 

5. Where should this medication be administered?  _______________________________________________ 

6. What is the recommended dosage for cattle? __________________________________________________ 

7. What dosage would you give a 200lbs calf? ___________________________________________________ 

8. Looking at the temperature at which this medication should be stored.  Where would be a good location to 

store it? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  







 
 
 

Grading – Juniors ONLY  

Cover Page                                           ___/8  
 
All About My Beef Project                     ___/11 

My Business Plan                          ___/8 

 
Beginning and Ending Photos               ___/2 

Animal Care and Management      ___/10 
 

 
Goals and Beef Industry Involvement    ___/6 

General Fair Knowledge                ___/17 
  

 
Weight Record                                       ___/4 

General Beef Knowledge               ___/39 

 
 
My Project Expenses                             ___/6 

Points possible: 111 

 Points earned:  
 

Grading – Intermediate and Senior ONLY  

Cover Page                                             ___/8  
 
All About My Beef Project                       ___/11 

My Business Plan                          ___/8 

 
Beginning and Ending Photos                ___/2 

Animal Care and Management      ___/10 
 

 
Goals and Beef Industry Involvement     ___/6 

General Fair Knowledge                ___/17 
 

 
Weight Record                                        ___/4 

General Beef Knowledge              ___/62 

 
 
My Project Expenses                              ___/6 

Medication Label Questions          ___/8 
 

 Points possible: 142 
  

Points earned:  
 

Judge’s comments: 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Tie Breakers 

In the event of a tie, judges will determine a tie breaker by how thorough answers are, how neat the entire book 

is, and overall presentation.  


